
DEVON FAITH AND BELIEF FORUM
c/o The Old Deanery, The Cloisters, Exeter, EX1 1HS
Tel:  01392-294924 / martyn.goss@exeter.anglican.org
www.devonfaiths.org.uk   Registered Charity No. 1148839

Working together to build a better society by promoting good
relations, greater understanding and developing bonds

between our communities....

Annual Report 2014-2015

I am now able to report the highlights of another active year for the Forum in which we 
have attempted to pursue our three year Strategic Plan and put building blocks in place for
the future.  In doing this we are dependent on, and very grateful for, the contract we have 
with Devon County Council, which continues to finance most of our work.

The Executive Committee has met quarterly and DFBF officers have met in between these
thereby improving communications and developing more momentum.  This has enabled us
to once again mark Inter Faith Week with a Devonwide event – successfully held in 
Plymouth in November 2014.  In itself this has led to the Lord Mayor agreeing to holding 
an annual meal for faith leaders, which is an important development for the city.

During the year we have planned and participated in activities on Holocaust Memorial Day 
(HMD), United Nations 60th Anniversary) and Exeter Respect festivals.  Appreciation to 
and Arnold Kanarek, Felicity Curtis and Suaad George for their persistent endeavours.

Our engagement with partners continues, especially through the Devon Strategic 
Partnership (DSP) and Equalities Reference Group (ERG) and we are grateful to Ed 
Moffatt and Iain McDonald for their work on this.

One essential piece of work has been setting up a new DFBF website which will be 
officially launched at our AGM on 9th July.  In recent years it had become increasingly 
apparent our existing site no longer suited our purposes.  We believe the new one will 
much better fit our needs, and we would like to build a communications team to maintain 
and develop this further as funds allow.  We are grateful to Clare Bryden from ‘Websites 
Ahoy’ for her advice and hard work in achieving this.  

The main highlights of the year have undoubtedly been our three projecs and a big thank 
you also to those who have developed these so creatively:

Devon Inter Faith 4 Youth (DIFFY)

What began life a few years ago as TIFFY (Torbay Inter Faith For Youth) has grown into a 
Devonwide young peple’s project.  This year we were able to secure additional external 
funding from Together in Service (TiS - part of Faith Action) to run a short series of events 
under the theme ‘Sharing Together for a Change’.

This involved the tireless Marc Frank organising three days targeted at bringing practical 
benefit and social change at a local, national, societal and global level. "Standing up and 
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Speaking Out"  allowed a direct exploration of the dynamics of how prejudicial and 
discriminatory thinking develop, this made our young people aware of examples of direct 
and peaceful social action used to confront this type of intolerance, encouraging them to 
recognise their own capacity to challenge this when they see it emerge within or between 
faith communities. 

The "Sacred Sounds - Community in Unity" event was a celebration of creative diversity in 
the musical expression of a variety of faith communities, and an understanding of the 
bridge-building potential of music and the arts to promote unity between faiths for the good
of all. And the "Many Faiths - One Earth" event encouraged our young people to consider 
practical steps towards social change through a consideration of their sacred connection to
the environment, a deep appreciation of their place on the earth, and the context of this 
appreciation within the richness of diverse faith traditions. 

These were accompanied by an extra activity when a minibus of young people attended 
the “Diverse Doors” project in Bristol, involving visits to a variety of faith buildings and 
communities.

Further, DIFFY now has its own excellent and dynamic website designed and run by 
young people https://devoninterfaithforum4youth.wordpress.com.

Devon Faith and Belief Speakers Project

For a number of years we have aspired to offer training for people from diverse traditions 
to raise their confidence and skills when talking about their faith and belief in schools or to 
community organisatons.  For example, it is recognised that there can be a mismatch 
between what we might want to say about our tradition and what others want to hear, or 
there can be sensitivities we should respect when speaking publicly.

Ed Pawson and Jeremy Roberts have been working with Jude Taylorson and John Hall to 
develop this project and to offer a first training weekend later in 2015.

More details of this will be explained at the Annual Meeting and are posted on the new 
website.

Devon Earth and Faith Network (DEFAN)

At a time of immense environmental and ecological challenge, it is essential that the 
world’s faith traditions engage more fully in what we may call planetary awareness and 
action.  The Pope’s encyclical (Laudato Si) illustrates this well, with its call for a sense of 
urgency and profound review of our relationship with the Earth if we are to avoid climatic 
and other eco-catastrophies.

Many of our faiths already have action programmes (e.g. ‘Operation Noah’ for Christians, 
‘The Ark’ for Jews ‘Green Muslims’ or Hindu Kush Conservation Association), but we are 
not acting together at a local level.

DEFAN is one attempt to gather people in Devon and to build green synergy for the future
and our planned workshop in Exeter with Satish Kumar on 1st November this year will 
hopefully develop this further.  This is being led by Sandhya Dave and Martyn Goss.
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Finally, I would like to thank all those who make our work possible.  This is not easy in a 
society where greedy individualism, racial and religious hatred, and pervasive austerity 
can all deeply affect community life.

DFBF stands for the importance of working together and building cooperation across all 
our traditions in practical and reflective ways.  We celebrate the human spirit and our 
capacity for generosity towards each other.  

I should like to thank everyone who has so generously given their time and goodwill to 
make this Forum grow – and especially to Martyn Goss and Joanie Harris at the Old 
Deanery for their very practical support and encouragement.

Jude Taylorson, Chair of DFBF
July 2015


